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© “Sometimes, I would be talking to | 
‘one of these guys andl would notice | 
that his wife or one of his children : 
was listening; lurking in the pack-{. 

ground,” Powers sald. “They’d never | 
heard this stuff before?! (Perens ™ 

‘Neither, of course, had Powers, and 
‘if some-of the. -stories had gone the 
‘rounds: among: CLA people, Powers 
wasa fresh ear for old chestnuts. © 


ever written,” ae hee oe 

>In the. me of £1976, 1 Powers. knew 
only” ‘one?! ‘CLA’ ‘employe, . had- never 
worked ' on stories about intelligence, 
but had. pecome fascinated. by the. ac- 
counts of cla misdeeds on of 


.. Wher: Thomas. Bowers’ ‘decided: to 
rite: a biography . of Richard’ Helms 
he set himself an elusive target: a 
~-After “a> long: Central . Inteltig ence 
Agency career: ending with 6%.:years 
as director and including official and 
ae contacts ‘with all the pow- -After he had been working on the 
eriul. oF Washington. Helms", . a Ww it BR os en ky book for some. time,.Powers said, “T: 
times, but histanice: his thorsnrche ‘These ihe in : ne began to: ‘nave-something fo) offer fe a 

t his s his thoug “Beas sane * and’ with :n an-‘ear.*}Powers-had learned’ a 
likes and dislikes. have: been-as.closely) "78" " Sa roan personalities and’ feuds at 


CIA. over. the: years. 
magazine; aidaanient” “from: Pponing the top'.of the’ 
Stone, Powers set out to satisfy his cu-~ People. would: ask him what so-and-so 


‘was. really like or why Helms. and 
Bee- about: what sag CIA. saad Richard: Bissell. didn't get along: es: on 


ee /Spgwers, who ke’ Helms ‘began. his? 
oe honesty antielpated tha wall,” he eareer as a reporter for’ United‘ ‘Press: 


said; Instead, Powers found that large International,.has' been a; freelance 


19702. He-woni'a Pulitzer; 
‘numbers of the. CLA’s first generation writer: since. 
had retired just. before or during the Prize for his: reports on Diana: Ough.: 


with what news-magazine writers call : ton, who was killed in 1970 in a bomb 

quotes, jokes and anecdotes Pade | See eaten the: Sameney tad. orlled explosion that destroyed a pei 7 - 
2" lot of them asked me, “Why are “the, family" “jewels” Into® ‘the head: town house being used: bi bs The 
“Fou writing a - book F -abor te, -Setms*? Jihes. a men.. » His: Det: POUR was ana. 4 i 
They'd tell ‘ne there” were:.a dozén- 2>phese: men-had ‘been peading the Making’ ofa: “Terrorist.” His “second 
more interesting -agency.. suys :P criticism of the-agency.and listening book: was on: the domestic’ ‘impact’ of} 
ers:said in an interview: to. the calls‘-for reform and: they'd war, called “The, aca 
= qkhe Suctes, jokes, aaa béen brooding. They thought 18 Cla. 


protected:\As Powers: ‘writes -in.“The 
Man Who. Kept. the “Séerets:-Richard 


to telkiay Helms’ Story: to: 
sdost.characteristic.saying, to. give his 
something: to. Color the’ Helms story 


They ¥ were ‘really ‘quite open,” Pow- 
éfs'said. “CIA” people are much. easier 
te’ talk: to: than: elected officials. They 
Haven't: had: the endless. practice in 
public ‘prevarication-.:; 4 apy 
tThe* important thing wasn't” ‘the 
Hist meeting,.;but. the jsecond -: 0 

J Powers - Said. . By? -then,:. his. 
‘sources: -Tealized : ithat ‘what:.they*told 
filha was ‘not’ going’: ‘to be ‘in ’print'im.a 


misrepresent some -things, _b 
there was 20. concerted: plot to 
lead him, 005 2 facet ae : 
‘His book seems steely to. ‘disappoint 
both? the CIA jvéterany, who-‘helped 
him:write it and. those foes of the CLA 
who find ‘a‘drop- of sympathy for, the 
agency one- drop: toa TAD rene senn pein 
at is by n0- means- can’ all-out: 2 
oni “Helms: or-the CIA;: yet,: Powers 
said, many oy hisisources’ tex -whom:h 
sent..i-copies of“: the- =o manuscript 


was involved - “ims 
the* ‘CIA's: = 


in. = Hs. career ied 


pathway, eee ; the CIA.” Powers adds: “They didn’t 

aiid according See ee sees sPowers.arrived to. find’ Parro had understand how, come I didn’t. get_on. 

ook “a'splendid’ ay stot Hae athe iieon, listening to radio: broadcasts of a! poard after-they’d spent alt ‘that, tie, : 

et sp Fy ati ne just-released ‘Rolling Stone-istory..by- ha He 

eee a pees nentlcnaai “Ward Howard:Kohn. that charged-the CIA . ‘ 
,~ That we can underst 

‘i the-real nature ofthe. CTAY ‘at, alls, fand Wath 8 soplesiot ney ee ie 


unde:stand., the: CIA’ ‘rol¢ in’ “Ameris ing'a gift ‘of $1 million to former New 


can, foreign policy: -since-Woild: War Ih York governor and Republican: presi- 
‘is dvie.to- this remarkable book vAnd Lgetehee candidate Thomas E. Dewey We 


FA Th not sure-T want to ‘talk ‘to. Yo,” 4 
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